
8 Principles of Antimicrobial Use

CONCLUSION

Almost all of the world’s key antimicrobials have been devel-
oped in the past 80 years, roughly one human lifetime, yet 
their current misuse is a key factor in the emergence of resis-
tance and their potential loss of efficacy. There has never 
been a more important time to understand the key features 
of these compounds, how to use (or not use) them effectively, 
and how to preserve their value for future generations.
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