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Security and validity of prescriptions
The Councils of the British Medical Association and the
Royal Pharmaceutical Society have issued a joint statement
on the security and validity of prescriptions.
In particular, prescription forms should:

e not be left unattended at reception desks;

e not be left in a car where they may be visible; and

e when not in use, be kept in a locked drawer within the

surgery and at home.

Where there is any doubt about the authenticity of a
prescription, the pharmacist should contact the prescriber. If
this is done by telephone, the number should be obtained
from the directory rather than relying on the information on
the prescription form, which may be false.

Patient group direction (PGD)

In most cases, the most appropriate clinical care will be
provided on an individual basis by a prescriber to a specific
individual patient. However, a Patient Group Direction for
supply and administration of medicines by other healthcare
professionals can be used where it would benefit patient care
without compromising safety.

A Patient Group Direction is a written direction relating to
the supply and administration (or administration only) of a
licensed prescription-only medicine (including some
Controlled Drugs in specific circumstances) by certain
classes of healthcare professionals; the Direction is signed by
adoctor (or dentist) and by a pharmacist. Further
information on Patient Group Directions is available in
Health Service Circular HSC 2000/026 (England), HDL (2001)
7 (Scotland), and WHC (2000) 116 (Wales); see also the
Human Medicines Regulations 2012.

NICE, Scottish Medicines Consortium and All
Wales Medicines Strategy Group

Advice issued by the National Institute for Health and Care
Excellence (NICE), the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC)
and the All Wales Medicines Strategy Group (AWMSG) is
included in the BNF when relevant. Details of the advice
together with updates can be obtained from: www.nice.org.uk,
www.scottishmedicines.org.uk and www.awmsg.org.

Specialised commissioning decisions

NHS England develops specialised commissioning policies
that define access to specialised services for particular
groups of patients to ensure consistency in access to
treatments nationwide. For further information, see
www.england.nhs.uk/specialised-commissioning-document-
library/routinely-commissioned-policies/.



