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differences in density. Potassium chloride is particularly
prone to this ‘layering’ effect when added without adequate
mixing to infusions packed in non-rigid infusion containers;
if such a mixture is administered it may have a serious effect
on the heart.

A time limit between addition and completion of
administration must be imposed for certain admixtures to
guarantee satisfactory drug potency and compatibility. For
admixtures in which degradation occurs without the
formation of toxic substances, an acceptable limit is the time
taken for 10% decomposition of the drug. When toxic
substances are produced stricter limits may be imposed.
Because of the risk of microbial contamination a maximum
time limit of 24 hours may be appropriate for additions made
elsewhere than in hospital pharmacies offering central
additive service.

Certain injections must be protected from light during
continuous infusion to minimise oxidation, e.g. dacarbazine
and sodium nitroprusside.

Dilution with a small volume of an appropriate vehicle and
administration using a motorised infusion pump is
advocated for preparations such as unfractionated heparin
where strict control over administration is required. In this
case the appropriate dose may be dissolved in a convenient
volume (e.g. 24-48 mL) of sodium chloride intravenous
infusion (0.9%).

Information provided in the BNF
The BNF gives information about preparations given by
three methods:

e continuous infusion;

e intermittent infusion;

e addition via the drip tubing.
Drugs for continuous infusion must be diluted in a large
volume infusion. Penicillins and cephalosporins are not
usually given by continuous infusion because of stability
problems and because adequate plasma and tissue
concentrations are best obtained by intermittent infusion.
Where it is necessary to administer them by continuous
infusion, detailed literature should be consulted.
Drugs that are both compatible and clinically suitable may be
given by intermittent infusion in a relatively small volume
of infusion over a short period of time, e.g. 100 mL in
30 minutes. The method is used if the product is
incompatible or unstable over the period necessary for
continuous infusion; the limited stability of ampicillin or
amoxicillin in large volume glucose or lactate infusions may
be overcome in this way.
Intermittent infusion is also used if adequate plasma and
tissue concentrations are not produced by continuous
infusion as in the case of drugs such as dacarbazine,
gentamicin, and ticarcillin.
An in-line burette may be used for intermittent infusion
techniques in order to achieve strict control over the time
and rate of administration, especially for infants and
children and in intensive care units. Intermittent infusion
may also make use of the ‘piggy-back’ technique provided
that no additions are made to the primary infusion. In this
method the drug is added to a small secondary container
connected to a Y-type injection site on the primary infusion
giving set; the secondary solution is usually infused within
30 minutes.
Addition via the drip tubing is indicated for a number of
cytotoxic drugs in order to minimise extravasation. The
preparation is added aseptically via the rubber septum of the
injection site of a fast-running infusion. In general, drug
preparations intended for a bolus effect should be given
directly into a separate vein where possible. Failing this,
administration may be made via the drip tubing provided
that the preparation is compatible with the infusion fluid
when given in this manner.
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Drugs given by intravenous infusion The BNF includes
information on addition to Glucose intravenous infusion 5 and
10%, and Sodium chloride intravenous infusion 0.9%.
Compatibility with glucose 5% and with sodium chloride
0.9% indicates compatibility with Sodium chloride and glucose
intravenous infusion. Infusion of a large volume of hypotonic
solution should be avoided therefore care should be taken if
water for injections is used. The information relates to the
proprietary preparations indicated; for other preparations
suitability should be checked with the manufacturer.
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