
Meningococcal vaccine
Overview
Almost all childhoodmeningococcal disease in the UK is
caused by Neisseria meningitidis serogroups B and C.
Meningococcal group C conjugate vaccine protects only
against infection by serogroup C andmeningococcal group
B vaccine protects only against infection by serogroup B.
The risk of meningococcal disease declines with age—
immunisation is not generally recommended after the age of
25 years.
Tetravalent meningococcal vaccines that cover serogroups

A, C, W135, and Y are available. Although the duration of
protection has not been established, themeningococcal
groups A, C,W135, and Y conjugate vaccine is likely to
provide longer-lasting protection than the unconjugated
meningococcal polysaccharide vaccine. The antibody
response to serogroup C in unconjugated meningococcal
polysaccharide vaccines in young children may be
suboptimal [not currently available in the UK].
Meningococcal group B vaccines, Bexsero® and

Trumenba®, are licensed in the UK against infection caused
by Neisseria meningitidis serogroup B. The use of Bexsero® is
recommended in the Immunisation Schedule. Bexsero®

contains 3 recombinantNeisseria meningitidis serogroup B
proteins and the outer membrane vesicles from the NZ
98/254 strain, in order to achieve broad protection against
Neisseria meningitidis serogroup B. Trumenba® contains 2
recombinant Neisseria meningitidis serogroup B proteins. The
proteins are adsorbed onto an aluminium compound to
stimulate an enhanced immune response.

Childhood immunisation
Meningococcal group C conjugate vaccine provides long-
term protection against infection by serogroup C of Neisseria
meningitidis. Immunisation consists of 1 dose given at
12months of age (as the haemophilus influenzae type b with
meningococcal group C vaccine p. 818) and a second dose
given at 13–15 years of age (as the meningococcal groups A
with C andW135 and Y vaccine p. 819) (see Immunisation
Schedule).
Meningococcal group B vaccine provides protection

against infection by serogroup B of Neisseria meningitidis.
Immunisation consists of 1 dose given at 2months of age, a
second dose at 4months of age, and a booster dose at
12months of age (see Immunisation Schedule above).
Unimmunised children aged under 12months should be

given 1dose of meningococcal group B vaccine (rDNA,
component, adsorbed) p. 818 followed by a second dose two
months later. They should then be vaccinated according to
the Immunisation Schedule (ensuring at least a two month
interval between doses of meningococcal group B vaccines).
Unimmunised children aged 12–23months should be given
2 doses of meningococcal group B vaccine (rDNA,
component, adsorbed) separated by an interval of two
months if they have received less than 2doses in the first
year of life. Unimmunised children aged 2–9 years should be
given a single dose of meningococcal group C vaccine (as the
haemophilus influenzae type b with meningococcal group C
vaccine), followed by a booster dose of meningococcal
groups A with C andW135 and Y vaccine at 13–15 years of
age.
From 2015, unimmunised individuals aged 10–25 years,

including those aged under 25 years who are attending
university for the first time, should be given a single dose of
meningococcal groups A with C andW135 and Y vaccine; a
booster dose is not required.
Children with confirmed serogroup C disease, who have

previously been immunised with meningococcal group C
vaccine, should be offered meningococcal group C conjugate
vaccine before discharge from hospital.

Travel
Individuals travelling to countries of risk should be
immunised with meningococcal groups A, C, W135, and Y
conjugate vaccine, even if they have previously received
meningococcal group C conjugate vaccine. If an individual
has recently received meningococcal group C conjugate
vaccine, an interval of at least 4 weeks should be allowed
before administration of the tetravalent (meningococcal
groups A, C, W135, and Y) vaccine.
Vaccination is particularly important for those living or

working with local people or visiting an area of risk during
outbreaks.
Immunisation recommendations and requirements for

visa entry for individual countries should be checked before
travelling, particularly to countries in Sub-Saharan Africa,
Asia, and the Indian sub-continent where epidemics of
meningococcal outbreaks and infection are reported.
Country-by-country information is available from the
National Travel Health Network and Centre (www.nathnac.
org/).
Proof of vaccination with the tetravalent (meningococcal

groups A, C, W135, and Y) vaccine is required for those
travelling to Saudi Arabia during the Hajj and Umrah
pilgrimages (where outbreaks of the W135 strain have
occurred).

Contacts
For advice on the immunisation of laboratory workers and
close contacts of cases of meningococcal disease in the UK
and on the role of the vaccine in the control of local
outbreaks, consult Guidelines for Public Health Management
of Meningococcal Disease in the UK at www.gov.uk/phe. Also
see antibacterial prophylaxis for prevention of secondary
cases of meningococcal meningitis.

Useful Resources
Advice reflects that in the handbook Immunisation against
Infectious Disease (2013), which in turn reflects the guidance
of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation
(JCVI). The advice also incorporates changes announced by
the Chief Medical Officer and Health Department Updates.
Chapters from the handbook (including updates since 2013)
are available at:
www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-
infectious-disease-the-green-book

Pertussis vaccine
Overview
Pertussis vaccine is given as a combination preparation
containing other vaccines. Acellular vaccines are derived
from highly purified components of Bordetella pertussis.
Primary immunisation against pertussis (whooping cough)
requires 3 doses of an acellular pertussis-containing vaccine
(see Immunisation schedule), given at intervals of 1month
from the age of 2months.
All children up to the age of 10 years should receive

primary immunisation with a combination vaccine of
diphtheria with tetanus, pertussis, hepatitis B, poliomyelitis
and haemophilus influenzae type b vaccine p. 816 (Infanrix
hexa®).
A booster dose of an acellular pertussis-containing vaccine

should ideally be given 3 years after the primary course,
although, the interval can be reduced to 1 year if the primary
course was delayed.
Children aged 1–10 years who have not received a

pertussis-containing vaccine as part of their primary
immunisation should be offered 1 dose of a suitable
pertussis-containing vaccine; after an interval of at least
1 year, a booster dose of a suitable pertussis-containing
vaccine should be given. Immunisation against pertussis is
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