
CS spray poisoning
CS spray, which is used for riot control, irritates the eyes
(hence ‘tear gas’) and the respiratory tract; symptoms
normally settle spontaneously within 15minutes. If
symptoms persist, the patient should be removed to a well-
ventilated area, and the exposed skin washed with soap and
water after removal of contaminated clothing. Contact
lenses should be removed and rigid ones washed (soft ones
should be discarded). Eye symptoms should be treated by
irrigating the eyes with physiological saline (or water if
saline is not available) and advice sought from an
ophthalmologist. Patients with features of severe poisoning,
particularly respiratory complications, should be admitted to
hospital for symptomatic treatment.

Nerve agents poisoning
Treatment of nerve agent poisoning is similar to
organophosphorus insecticide poisoning, but advice must be
sought from the National Poisons Information Service. The
risk of cross-contamination is significant; adequate
decontamination and protective clothing for healthcare
personnel are essential. In emergencies involving the release
of nerve agents, kits (‘NAAS pods’) containing
pralidoxime chloride p. 867 can be obtained through the
Ambulance Service from the National Blood Service (or the
Welsh Blood Service in SouthWales or designated hospital
pharmacies in Northern Ireland and Scotland—see TOXBASE
for list of designated centres).

Pesticide poisoning
Organophosphorus insecticides
Organophosphorus insecticides are usually supplied as
powders or dissolved in organic solvents. All are absorbed
through the bronchi and intact skin as well as through the
gut and inhibit cholinesterase activity, thereby prolonging
and intensifying the effects of acetylcholine. Toxicity
between different compounds varies considerably, and onset
may be delayed after skin exposure.
Anxiety, restlessness, dizziness, headache, miosis, nausea,

hypersalivation, vomiting, abdominal colic, diarrhoea,
bradycardia, and sweating are common features of
organophosphorus poisoning. Muscle weakness and
fasciculation may develop and progress to generalised flaccid
paralysis, including the ocular and respiratory muscles.
Convulsions, coma, pulmonary oedema with copious
bronchial secretions, hypoxia, and arrhythmias occur in
severe cases. Hyperglycaemia and glycosuria without
ketonuria may also be present.
Further absorption of the organophosphorus insecticide

should be prevented by moving the child to fresh air,
removing soiled clothing, and washing contaminated skin. In
severe poisoning it is vital to ensure a clear airway, frequent
removal of bronchial secretions, and adequate ventilation
and oxygenation; gastric lavage may be considered provided
that the airway is protected. Atropine sulfate p. 837 will
reverse the muscarinic effects of acetylcholine and is given
by intravenous injection until the skin becomes flushed and
dry, the pupils dilate, and bradycardia is abolished.
Pralidoxime chloride, a cholinesterase reactivator, is used

as an adjunct to atropine sulfate in moderate or severe
poisoning. It improves muscle tone within 30minutes of
administration. Pralidoxime chloride is continued until the
patient has not required atropine sulfate for 12 hours.
Pralidoxime chloride can be obtained from designated
centres, the names of which are held by the National Poisons
Information Service.

Snake bites and animal stings
Snake bites
Envenoming from snake bite is uncommon in the UK. Many
exotic snakes are kept, some illegally, but the only
indigenous venomous snake is the adder (Vipera berus). The

bite may cause local and systemic effects. Local effects
include pain, swelling, bruising, and tender enlargement of
regional lymph nodes. Systemic effects include early
anaphylactic symptoms (transient hypotension with
syncope, angioedema, urticaria, abdominal colic, diarrhoea,
and vomiting), with later persistent or recurrent
hypotension, ECG abnormalities, spontaneous systemic
bleeding, coagulopathy, adult respiratory distress syndrome,
and acute renal failure. Fatal envenoming is rare but the
potential for severe envenoming must not be
underestimated.
Early anaphylactic symptoms should be treated with

adrenaline/epinephrine p. 138. Indications for european
viper snake venom antiserum treatment p. 871 include
systemic envenoming, especially hypotension, ECG
abnormalities, vomiting, haemostatic abnormalities, and
marked local envenoming such that after bites on the hand
or foot, swelling extends beyond the wrist or ankle within
4 hours of the bite. For those children who present with
clinical features of severe envenoming (e.g. shock, ECG
abnormalities, or local swelling that has advanced from the
foot to above the knee or from the hand to above the elbow
within 2 hours of the bite), a higher initial dose of the
european viper snake venom antiserum is recommended; if
symptoms of systemic envenoming persist contact the
National Poisons Information Service.
Adrenaline/epinephrine injection must be immediately to
hand for treatment of anaphylactic reactions to the european
viper snake venom antiserum.
European viper snake venom antiserum is available for

bites by certain foreign snakes and spiders, stings by
scorpions and fish. For information on identification,
management, and for supply in an emergency, telephone the
National Poisons Information Service. Whenever possible
the TOXBASE entry should be read, and relevant
information collected, before telephoning the National
Poisons Information Service.

Insect stings
Stings from ants, wasps, hornets, and bees cause local pain
and swelling but seldom cause severe direct toxicity unless
many stings are inflicted at the same time. If the sting is in
the mouth or on the tongue local swelling may threaten the
upper airway. The stings from these insects are usually
treated by cleaning the area with a topical antiseptic. Bee
stings should be removed as quickly as possible.
Anaphylactic reactions require immediate treatment with
intramuscular adrenaline/epinephrine; self-administered
(or administered by a carer) intramuscular
adrenaline/epinephrine (e.g. EpiPen®) is the best first-aid
treatment for patients with severe hypersensitivity. An
inhaled bronchodilator should be used for asthmatic
reactions, see also the management of anaphylaxis. A short
course of an oral antihistamine or a topical corticosteroid
may help to reduce inflammation and relieve itching. A
vaccine containing extracts of bee and wasp venom can be
used to reduce the risk of anaphylaxis and systemic reactions
in patients with systemic hypersensitivity to bee or wasp
stings.

Marine stings
The severe pain of weeverfish (Trachinus vipera) and
Portuguese man-o’-war stings can be relieved by immersing
the stung area immediately in uncomfortably hot, but not
scalding, water (not more than 45° C). People stung by
jellyfish and Portuguese man-o’-war around the UK coast
should be removed from the sea as soon as possible.
Adherent tentacles should be lifted off carefully (wearing
gloves or using tweezers) or washed off with seawater.
Alcoholic solutions, including suntan lotions, should not be
applied because they can cause further discharge of stinging
hairs. Ice packs can be used to reduce pain.
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