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Ingredient Type Definition Examples

Solvent Used to dissolve another substance in preparation 
of a solution; may be aqueous or not (e.g., 
oleaginous). Cosolvents, such as water and alcohol 
(hydroalcoholic) and water and glycerin, may be 
used when needed. Sterile solvents are used in 
certain preparations (e.g., injections)

Alcohol
Corn oil
Cottonseed oil
Glycerin
Isopropyl alcohol
Mineral oil
Oleic acid
Peanut oil
Purified water
Water for injection
Sterile water for injection
Sterile water for irrigation

Stiffening agent Used to increase thickness or hardness of a 
preparation, usually an ointment

Cetyl alcohol
Cetyl esters wax
Microcrystalline wax
Paraffin
Stearyl alcohol
White wax
Yellow wax

Suppository base Vehicle for suppositories Cocoa butter
Polyethylene glycols (mixtures)
PEG 3350

Surfactant 
(surface active 
agent)

Substances that absorb to surfaces or interfaces to 
reduce surface or interfacial tension. May be used 
as wetting agents, detergents, or emulsifying agents

Benzalkonium chloride
Nonoxynol 10
Octoxynol 9
Polysorbate 80
Sodium lauryl sulfate
Sorbitan monopalmitate

Suspending 
agent

Viscosity-increasing agent used to reduce 
sedimentation rate of particles in a vehicle in which 
they are not soluble; suspension may be formulated 
for oral, parenteral, ophthalmic, topical, or other 
route

Agar
Bentonite
Carbomer (e.g., Carbopol)
Carboxymethylcellulose 
sodium
Hydroxyethyl cellulose
Hydroxypropyl cellulose
Hydroxypropyl  
methylcellulose
Kaolin
Methylcellulose
Tragacanth
Veegum

Sweetening 
agent

Used to impart sweetness to a preparation Aspartame
Dextrose
Glycerin
Mannitol
Saccharin sodium
Sorbitol
Sucrose

Tablet 
antiadherents

Prevent tablet ingredients from sticking to punches 
and dies during production

Magnesium stearate
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