
samatasvir, and these drugs target one of the
nonstructural proteins of HCV, that is, NS5A.
The drug sofosbuvir targets the nonstructural
protein NS5B (27,28). The term “nonstruc-
tural” means that the protein is not part of the
infective viral particle and that, instead, it is
used to mediate maturation or assembly of the
viral particle inside of the host cell.

A variety of drugs have been used in clini-
cal trials on HCV, as indicated:

• peginterferon-alfa-2 (29,30,31,32),
• sofosbuvir (33,34,35,36),
• ledipasvir (37,38),
• boceprevir (39,40),
• telaprevir (41),
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