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1 INTRODUCTION

Development of a therapeutic agent is a long and laborious process commencing
with the discovery of a “druggable target” underlying the pathology of a disease. This
finding is then exploited to identify molecules/compounds which can activate/
antagonize this target. Rigorous testing for the specificity and potency of the identified
agents then leads to the identification of a lead molecule/compound. The pharma-
cological formulation of the compound is then optimized for efficient and effective

Pharmaceutical Sciences Encyclopedia: Drug Discovery, Development, and Manufacturing,
Edited by Shayne C. Gad
Copyright © 2010 John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



	pse402



