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Proportions (division at 0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8) to the claim “[This state of being] is a disease”in laypeople (L), Grief Ageing Smoking Wrinkles

doctors (D), nurses (N) and parliament members (P). Dark green represents individuals who strongly agreed,
light green those who agreed to some extent, yellow those who neither disagreed nor agreed, light red those
who disagreed to some extent, and dark red color those who strongly disagreed with the claim. States of
being are ordered by proportion of laypeople considering them as a disease (those individuals who either
strongly agreed or agreed to some extent). D/o refers to disorder.

Figure 2.1 Laypeople (L), doctors (D), nurses (N) and members of parliament (P) evaluate the claim “[This state of being] is a disease”.
Although there is much variation in the perception of disease, aging is one of the five states that is clearly not seen as a
disease. This view is stronger amongst doctors and nurses than laypeople.' Reproduced from BMJ Open, Tikkinen et al., 2,
€001632 (© 2012), with permission from BMJ Publishing Group.'
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