
7Classical Botanical Pharmacognosy

Table 1.1  Historical Development and Evolution of Pharmacognosy in the West (continued)

Date Author/Organization Description of Pharmacognosy

2004 Hildebert Wagner Predicts that classical botanical pharmacognosy skills will find their way 
back into academic curriculum—but where?

2008 FDA good manufacturing practices 
for botanical supplements

Botanical microscopy formally accepted as a tool for botanical assessment

a     b

Figure 1.1  (a) Johann Adam Schmidt (1759–1809), professor of general pathology, therapeutics, and materia 
medica at the Joseph Academy of Medicine, Vienna, Austria. Schmidt was a physician to Ludwig von Beethoven, 
who dedicated his Opus 38 (“Piano Trio”) to Schmidt. (b) First use of the term pharmacognosis by Johann Adam 
Schmidt in his Lehrbuch der Materia Medica (1811). Schmidt was the first to coin the term pharmacognosis the 
precursor to pharmacognosy, in his posthumously published Lehrbuch der Materia Medica (1811).
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