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The total glycoside fraction isolated from A. gracilistylus var. pubescens was
administered i.v. to rabbits with acute myocardial ischemia produced by coronary
artery occlusion. A significant decrease in heart rate and blood pressure was seen.
The lactic acid concentration and creatine kinase activity were also significantly
decreased. The total ST segment elevation within 8 h, the number of total pathologic
Q waves, and the infarct size determined by precordial electrocardiogram mapping
were markedly reduced [24].

The pharmacokinetics of eleutheroside B, one of the major active principles of 4.
senticosus has been studied. Tritiated eleutheroside B (5 mg/kg) was administered to
rats i.p. Maximal levels of radioactivity were observed in blood 15 min after treat-
ment. Urinary excretion of radioactivity reached 35%, 55%, and 90% of the admin-
istered dose at 2, 4, and 48 h, respectively. Only 2.5% —3.0% of the administered
dose was excreted in the feces [25, 26]. Eleutheroside B is strongly bound to blood
serum globulins and albumins and to a much lesser extent to lipids [27].
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