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16 Regulatory Acceptance
GRAS listed. Accepted for use as a food additive in Europe. 
Included in the FDA Inactive Ingredients Database (oral capsules 
and tablets). Included in nonparenteral medicines licensed in the 
UK. Included in the Canadian Natural Health Products Ingredients 
Database.

17 Related Substances
Calcium phosphate, dibasic anhydrous; calcium phosphate, dibasic 
dihydrate.

18 Comments
One gram of tribasic calcium phosphate represents approximately 
10.9 mmol of calcium and 6.4 mmol of phosphate; 38% calcium 
and 17.3% phosphorus by weight?3) Tribasic calcium phosphate 
provides a higher calcium load than dibasic calcium phosphate and 
a higher Ca/P ratio. Granular and fine powder forms of tribasic 
calcium phosphate are available from various manufacturers.

4 Empirical Formula and Molecular Weight
(C6Hio02)n-(C3H302)n-Ca

Calcium polycarbophil is the calcium salt of polyacrylic acid
polymers crosslinked with divinyl glycol?1 ’ The molecular weight of
these polymers is theoretically estimated to range from 700 000 to
3-4 billion. There are, however, no methods currently available to

A specification for calcium phosphate tribasic is contained in the 
Food Chemicals Codex (FCC)?4 * 6) * * *

The EINECS number for calcium phosphate is 231-837-1. The 
PubChem Compound ID (CID) for tribasic calcium phosphate 
includes 24456 and 516943.

Tribasic calcium phosphate is a source of both calcium and 
phosphorus, the two main osteogenic minerals for bone health. The 
bioavailability of the calcium is well known to be improved by the 
presence of cholecalciferol. Recent research reports that combin­
ations of tribasic calcium phosphate and vitamin D3 are a cost- 
effective advance in bone fracture prevention.(7)
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Calcium Polycarbophil

1 Nonproprietary Names
USP-NF: Calcium Polycarbophil

2 Synonyms
Noveon CA; polycarbophil calcium.

3 Chemical Name and CAS Registry Number
Calcium polycarbophil [9003-97-8] and [ 126040-58-2]

measure the actual molecular weight of a crosslinked (i.e. three- 
dimensional) polymer of this type.

5 Structural Formula
Ca2+ Ca2+

See Section 4.
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